C-banding studies in lymphocytes from patients with tumors of the nervous system.
C-banding studies were performed on cultured peripheral blood lymphocytes from 100 patients with tumors of the nervous system and 30 controls. The classification of Patil and Lubs and the heterochromatic index (HI) of Neeley were used to evaluate the heteromorphism. No overall significant differences were found in the frequency of C-band variants when the findings in both tumoral populations and controls were compared, but we did find an excess of 9qh inversions in some groups of tumor patients. An increase in the amount of heterochromatin in patients with pituitary adenomas and high malignancy grade astrocytomas was noted.